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The Pier-2 Artist-in-Residence (PAIR) program, launched in 2015, is grounded
in the principles of supporting contemporary artistic creation, promoting arts
education, fostering international exchange, and engaging local communities.
It invites artists from around the world to undertake residencies at the Pier-2
Art Center. In 2019, PAIR initiated the “Pier-2 Waving Waves Community (Pier-
2 WWC)”, which aims to connect art and cultural institutions across
international harbor cities, addressing issues of urban and cultural fluidity
while fostering international dialogue and collaboration. Reflecting on its
trajectory, Pier-2 Waving Waves Community used the fluidity and
unpredictability of "waving waves" as a starting point to connect art
institutions in port cities worldwide. It prompted cross-border conversations
while encouraging local spaces and creators to anchor themselves in local
context—echoing Kaohsiung’s evolution and historical memory as an
international harbor city. The international forum further created a platform
for sharing residency experiences across global port and industrial hubs.

Partnering with the Kaohsiung International Steel & Iron Sculpture Festival,
this year's forum takes Kaohsiung’s rich industrial foundation as its
springboard. Amid the city’s constant dynamic growth, it seeks to reflect on
and reshape its current identity. "Rigidity" represents both the physical
qualities of local industry and the resilience of its culture and community. In
the tide-like rhythm of day-and-night flow, artistic practices move with a
balance of toughness and grace—linking technology, labor, materials, and
creative networks to forge the city’s future.

The forum centers on this dynamic blend of strength and softness: spanning
the firm roots of local placemaking and branding, the fluid conversations of
harbor festivals and residencies, and intimate artisan profiles centered on
"water" and "solidity." Through these interwoven experiences, we together
chart new narrative coordinates for an ever-moving harbor city.
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An object is never shaped by design alone. Materials, machines,
processes, and the experience and judgement of people involved in
making all contribute to its formation. Through two sessions of
presentations and conversation, MAKING THE PRESENT,
REHEARSING THE FUTURE examines the relationship between design
and manufacturing from different perspectives.

The first looks at the long-term collaboration between Miyoshi
Industry and Akaoni, exploring how design enters the factory and
how manufacturing knowledge can become visible in new ways. The
second brings together designers-in-residence Thomas Thwaites and
Théophile Blandet to share their practices and their observations and
experiments with materials, processes, and industrial systems in
Kaohsiung.

Together, the two sessions consider how encounters between design,
materials, and different forms of knowledge might reshape how we
understand the objects being made today, and open up possibilities
for how we might make differently in the future.
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Panel @ | When Design Meets the Factory | Tedeudede - Playful
Metal: How Design Changes Manufacturing and Manufacturing
Changes Design
When Design Meets the Factory explores Tedeudede — Playful Metal,
a collaboration between Miyoshi Industry and Akaoni. Through
branding, product development, and manufacturing, the talk
examines how designers, craftspeople, materials, and machines
collectively shape objects, and how factory knowledge can become
visible in new ways.
& B A Moderator : &= Gina Hsu
BA+RBERM LIFE EXMBUEKRERET Project Coordinator &
Curatorial Designer of HU+Donghai Hospital Design Studio | HU+DHH
studio
& #& Speaker:
WERERME Eisaku Saito ~ Z5EELN < & Ikumi Saito
H# kL T RFRESKREFFES Representative Director & Senior
Managing Director of Miyoshi Industry Co., Ltd.
MRS E# Motoki Koitabashi

Akaoni fUZREEEETEN Representative & Designer of Akaoni
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Panel @ | How Things Take Shape | Thomas Thwaites and
Théophile Blandet: From Materials and Processes to Industrial
Systems

How does an object take shape? This session brings together British
design researcher Thomas Thwaites and French artist and designer
Théophile Blandet to explore how materials, techniques, processes,
and industrial systems shape the making of objects. As this year’ s
designers-in-residence, they will also share their observations from

encounters with factories, materials, and local manufacturing in




Kaohsiung, as well as the experiments and creative directions that

have gradually emerged during their residency.

¢ B3 A Moderator : fR%== Gina Hsu
BA+ R BB LIFE BEXEREBERERET Project Coordinator &
Curatorial Designer of HU+Donghai Hospital Design Studio | HU+DHH
studio

& :EZE Speaker : Thomas Thwaites - Théophile Blandet
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How do the footprints of artistic action enter a city and its daily life?
Beyond decorative value or aesthetic awakening, art in a city serves
as a deep record of local history and cultural heritage. By crossing the
invisible boundaries of professional fields, artistic practice opens
doors to the public—weaving creative vocabularies into everyday life
and conveying stories through embodied experiences, allowing art to
settle naturally into spaces beyond traditional galleries as part of
citizens' sensory memory.

This forum brings together key figures in waterfront cultural
initiatives: Taiwanese artist Kuo I-Chen, alongside curatorial
representatives from BankART1929 (Yokohama, Japan) and Creative
Folkestone (Folkestone Triennial, UK). Speakers will share their
journeys from art residencies to festival curation, discussing their
practical perspectives and the precise intersection where art
resonates with local community life.




¢ HEEX A Moderator : 2Z5E Kuo I-Chen
STUPIN El## A Founder of STUPIN

& EE Speaker:
AR K4 Tamaki Hosobuchi
HZA%%E BankART1929 % Director of BankART1929
Jo Cowdrey
HEERHTE =
Folkestone

FRERK RR#Z Head of Curatorial of Creative
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A city is like a puzzle, assembled from countless domains and
dimensions. Its inhabitants are like the ocean within this puzzle—
every small, everyday figure forms the core that builds and gathers
these waters. Under the theme "City Portraits," this forum brings
together a harbor pilot and a blacksmithing artisan. Through the lens
of these distinct professions, speakers look back on our port city to
share how daily labor shapes the relationship between industry and
self, while exploring the deep, ongoing connections between
industrial heritage and urban evolution.
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Panel @ | City Portraits: The Maritime Pilot's Day and Night
How much do we truly know about the profession of a harbor pilot?
As guardians guiding vessels of all sizes into port, they face the




constant test of unpredictable winds and turbulent sea conditions
daily. Becoming a certified pilot requires more than a decade of
dedicated perseverance and rigorous physical training; mastering
wind patterns, real-time data, and water depths has become deeply
embedded in their bodily experience. This forum invites a
professional harbor pilot to share first-hand maritime experiences
and offer unique reflections on the day-to-night rhythms and shifting
tides of Kaohsiung Harbor.
& B3 A Moderator : 21575 Lee Yi-Chih

Bl PILUARBXERRAZE FELIE Professional manager of

Sustainable Development at National Sun Yat-sen University

& EE Speaker : #E#E - F¥ZE HungJung-Hui & Li Wen-Yen
SEESIKAMSE NAREBEZESIKA ~ BiZE517KA Group Leader &
Maritime Pilot, Maritime Pilot of The Kaohsiung Harbor Pilots Office
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Panel @ | City Portraits: Island Tales of the Blacksmith
How can a city's industrial background shape the flow of local
industries? This session features Syu Yi-Cheng, founder of T.H Knife,
sharing his journey from taking over decades-old forging machinery
to conducting extensive fieldwork across Taiwan to hone his
knifemaking craft. Grounded in his own experience, he traces the
lineage of Taiwan's blacksmithing culture—examining raw iron
sources and technological environments—while exploring how
artisans reflect on the core essence of blacksmithing and how this
traditional craft redefines its place within contemporary urban life
and industrial evolution.
¢ B A Moderator : JL#& Shen Yu-Rung

ERARBRFTE VREBETE R BIEHIR Assistant Professor of

Department of Photography and VR Design, Huafan University
& FE Speaker : #RZ5HE Syu Yi-Cheng
HXFE TER - #XFEEHEA Craft Artist | Founder of T.H.Knife
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